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Mayor Weaver Defies
Many Years

V AllPower ful t
Prayers of Clergymen

His Behalf Find an
Answer

Attempted Gas Steal Is
a Crisis in Quaker
u 3 Citys Life
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WITH almost lost In

the great famous old church
Holy Trinity prayed to God that

of their city be guided aright
In path he must tread Even as
their muttered prayers rose and were
seemingly lost in the gloom of the lof tj
arches of the church a grim blot was
hatching under the careful hands oj
one of the most unscrupulous rings
that has ever disgraced the government
of an American a plot which II
consummated steal from Phila
delphia millions of dollars putting the
money into the pockets of the grafters
instead of paying it out for the benefit
pf thcjyast poor of the city One
alone to have the to frus
trate this design the mayor Little
those faithful men know what was to
be the fruit of their prayers

That was more than two months ago
Today Mayor Weaver has proved him
self a true man He defied the
ring has cast out of office some

the chosen and is rallying to the stand
of honest government that great

undercurrent of good citizens which
has permitted itself to be trampled un
der foot for and has allowed Phil
adelphia to be dubbed the wickedest
city In America To the standard
are flocking the malcontents such as
Dave and Sandy Crow who have
been ousted from the organization
and now seek revenge They are troop
ing to the mayors these pollti
cat outcasts and are ranging themselves
side by side with the real re formers
The is no fool and recognizes
that men are as good lighters as
the best such he use them

The City Councils Shame
Gas Is to be the cause of the downfall

of the allpowerful ring Just plain
ordinary everyday illuminating gas
What a power it has turned out to be
to be sure Just because the Ting de
termined to sU al Philadelphias
gas plant paying for It a paltry 25000
000 fate has doubled on the grafters and
they arc about to lose all that they had

On May 19 ignoring the fervent pleas
of representative citizens flaunting de
fiance in the face of a maddened crowd
of constituents who crowded the gal
leries hissing and hurling cries of de
rision at the men who were there to pro
tect their interests guarded by detec
tives and policemen in plain clothes
from bodily harm many of them craven
hearted scared yet cringing in obe
dience to the organization leader the
members of the councils sacrificed
the most valuable franchise of the city
the lease of the gas works

It was the most flagrant betrayal of
public trust in the history of municipal
government

For seventyfive years to como these
men who bound by their oaths to
legislate In the interest of govern
ment handed over to the United Gas
Improvement Company a property
which by the expiration of the lease
estimated from present earnings will
be worth hundreds of millions of dol
lars

And for what million
dollars

Honest Members

A few honest members of the coun
cIs raised their voices In protest but
their pleas like those of the citzens
who for hours begged for delay were
swept aside in an avalanche of ayes
from the puppets of the organization
for two hours two members of the
common branch urged pleaded and
begged their followmembers to con
sider the enormity of the sacrifice
The sound of their voices had hardly
died away before seventyfour other
voIces were raised assenting to the
cleverly laid scheme of robbery
planned fostered and consummated

a of political leadersy counQil chambers in tho city
hall presented a such as never
before in the icitya history When the
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financ committee gathered to give
public hearing to the propositions be
fore that body the big meeting room
was packed until a loot space was a
luxury Nearly a thousand earnest
determined business men were there
to voice their disapproval of the plan
to lease the gas works under the terms
proposed In the corridor outside sev
eral hundred more were assembled
who unable to hear what was said

and cheered according to the
sounds that reached them from the

Weaver Lifts the Gauntlet
The gauntlet had been thrown

by the grafters In dead earnest Was
there a man who dared lift it Every
one looked to the mayor A hundred
Methodist ministers marched to the
city hall to protest against the steal
To them Mayor Weaver said With
in twentyfour hours after the passage
of that bill by the council I made up
my mind what I would do and I shall
carry out my purpose to the end If I
can help It the gas lease as proposed
shall be foisted on the city of
Philadelphia As to the methods that I
have myself worked out to prevent this
that is something that will develop
within the next few days But I say to
you as I said before that I will use the
utmost of my power to prevent what I
believe Is the greatest iniQuity being
put upon the city of Philadelphia

The present lease is Infinitely better
than the other two and why should I
be asked to consent to the city giving
away a contract that we now have by
which we must receive in annual revenues at least 125000000 In the nexttwentyfour years and with the increase in the consumption of gas probably 40000000 and then at the end oftwentytwo years we would get backwithout any charge against It the greatgas plant with all its franchises andwith all the money itthe United Improvement Company
The plant I would worth to
the city from 80000000 to 100000OCK so
that by the proposed lease we should
be practically giving away without any
return the present gas plant which willbe worth at the expiration of twenty
two years from 80000000 to 100000000

MS

The Sudden Blow
When it was said that the mayor

would veto the bill the organization
laughed In Its sleeve and swore that
It would pass the bill his head
The mayor knew this and he deter
mined not to wait for tho defeat He
carried the war Into the enemys coun
try and to the astonishment of friend
and foe alike he sumarily dismissed
David J Smyth the director of public
safety and Peter E Costello the direc
tor of public works two creatures of the
ring and men of What is more
he has threatened an assault upon the
whole rotten officialdom of the city

How much consternation this action
has wrought In the ranks of the ring
can only be Imagined for the ring
naturally puts up a strong has
the says that it will fight
to the last ditch and will put the gas
deal through in spito of everything

What will be the outcome of the
fight Will it ha enough
to strko a death blow at the
amount of graft which has been going
on in Philadelphia for decades Who
knows Even if It is not so
Ing Rome was not built In a day and
this fight may prove the entering wedge
to finally split the

In the place of the dismissed officers
Mayor Weaver has appointed A Lincoln
Acker director of public works and
Col Sheldon Potter to he director of
public safety

History of Gas Deal
A short history 6f the gas deal or

steal shows perhaps the corruption of
the Quaker City better than many ser
mons could do

Philadelphia owns its own gas works
which are leased to an operating
pany Tho city is deriving a handsome
annual revenue based on a percentage
of the gross receipts a revenue which
for the past year amounted to about
1700000 and which under the terms of

lease with the natural increase of
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population and of gas consumption
would net a largely increasing sum
yearly from now on until the expira
tion of lease by limitation in some
thing more than a score of years The
terms of the present lease are such that
the private consumers of gas in the
city would have had the benefit of a
gradual and regular reduction of the
price of gas and at the expiration of
the leasehold the United Gas Improve
ment company was bound to return the
plant to the municipality free of
charge together with all improvements
and extensions made during that pe
riod

The present lease with all its advantages with an aggregate value at the
expiration of seventyfive years which
has been conservatively estimated at
something like 150OCOOCO with its priv
liege of reversing to municipal owner
ship in twenty three years and with its
compulsory reduction of the cost of gas

the partisan bosses of
Philadelphia have resolved to forfeit
They have further undertaken to sell
out he entire concern right and title
for a period of to
the United improvement company
for the lump sum of 25000000 to be
paid to the city In stipulated install
ments covering a period of two and a
half years after the ratification of the
bargain

jf

Pr ime Mover
This deal was made nearly two

months ago in the private offices of
W Dunham the other prirty to

the agreement being Thomas Dolan
head of the United Gas Improvement
Company Strippe d to the bone the
preposition meant that to raise ready
money to the amount of 25000000
all the attendant prospect of

and mercenary fad vantages for
the tine pres
ent gentry
tent to mortgage the of Philaby robbing It of of Its most
certain and lucrative of
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for onefifth or less of the real value of
the concession

When the iniquity of the transaction
bfcame public when the members of
the councils brazenly voted as they were

then It was that some of the
people of Philadelphia started a move
n tit to defeat the corruption The gas

and the political machine ap
peared to have gone a step too far Some
of the Philadelphians threatened a
of physical resistance The magnitude
of the stirred even the members

the law and order society to talk of
Violence Secretary Gobbony voiced the
sentiment of many citizens when he
said There are not ten councIlmen
who do not deserve hanging and thereare plenty of lamp posts about Phila
delphia

The attitude of the rang Is shown by
the Vauderblltian remark of Contractor

McNIchol one of the bosses
Protests be damned Weaver

alarmed by the public agitation and In
sent a message to the coun

advocating that the city take bac k
the gas works from the company and
throw the lease open to competi
tion result is known to the read

of newspapers The ring forced
the seventyfiveyear lease through the
councils amid the shouts of thieves
plunderers and grafters from the

the assembled citizens who ropes
from the galleries threatening to lynch
the ring
were restrained by a big squad of police
who appeared on the scene with

revolvers forced the people to
while the representatives of the

enacted the ordinance It now
awaits the signature of Mayor Weaver
Ho says that ho will veto It the ring

smile say that ho is seared anti
promise to pass it over his veto

Terms of Gas Lease
The terms of the Philadelphia gas

l ms those
The Gas Improvement Com

pant holds a thirty years lease on the
Philadelphia gas works which the city
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can take up In 1907 by paying 20000000
Claiming that the city needs 45000000

to meet expenses with a borrowing ca
pacity of only the ring has
again leased tho gas works for seventy
five years to the United Gas Improve
ment Company for 25000000 to be paid
in three years

The Smith syndicate of New York cap
italists has offered to loan the city of
Philadelphia 520000000 at 5 per cent to
take up the gas lease to advance 525
000000 more within five years to reduce
the price of gas to the consumer from

1 to 80 cents and to share the profits
with the city onethird for ten years
and onehalf for sixtylive years

This the ring refuses and insists that
its creatures in the councils shall over
ride the expected veto of Mayor Weaver
defy the people and remain true to the
bosses their hirelings

i iir

The Ring Ten Years Old

The disgraceful yet magnificent politi
cal machine torn asunder by Mayor
Weaver was born In the brain of Israel
W Durham on January IS95 when in
Musical Fund Hall he was humiliated
In public as never a ward leader was
before

The dream of Durham was
into a dreadful reality by Samuel H
Ashbriclge who as mayor of Philadel
phia put a new system of political prac
tice into operation ana developed the

latent powers of the Bullitt bill
Mayor Ashbriclge was the czar referred
to by Durham in lice defense of the Tip
per legislation recently approved by
Governor Penny packer

It was Mayor and not Dr
ham McNichol and Se r who built up

great cruel corrupt and daring
army of political freebooters now desig
nated the Organization Well train
ed In the tricks of his trade Mayor Ash
bridge met the leaders on common
ground When they threatened he turn
ed them out witness David Martin
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When political blackmail was resorted
to as It was resorted to in an effort to
coerce the executive the Ash
bridge simply tightened the screws a
bit and brought the recalcitrants to their
knees Go along Or die was the slogan
of the Ashbridge dynasty and the his
tory of the Ashbridge administration is
the history of the Organization

Quays Treachery
At this time it is Intensely Interesting

to note the landmarks in the formation
of the Organiztion and to point out
the evidence tending to prove that
treachery ingratitude greed envy
graft the factors that first built up
the amazing machine and after ten years
tore it asunder It was the double
dealing and treachery of the late Senator
Quay and David Martir that defeated
Boise Penrose for the for
mayor In 1S94 the first step
looking to the war on Martin who at
that time was the undisputed ruler of
the city acting under orders issued di
rect to him by William J Latta general
agent of the Pennsylvania railroad
While Martin ruled ruled

In evident good frith the ruling
the city under Martin in the name of

the ward combine met in secret ses
sion in a hall over a dancing of
Broad and Vine streets and agreed upon
the nomination Penrose A few weeks
later at the instigation of Mr Z atta a
conference between Quay and
was held in this city Quays visit was
hold a close secret and at the confer

the deal to knife Penrose
made In a word the understanding
between these two men was that no
matter what Senator Quay might wrire
dc or say in public Martin was to be
tray Penrose and to prevent his nomi
nation for mayor at all hazards The
guiding mind back or this drat was Will
iam J Latta

1 i

Penrose Betrayed
In the progress of the fierce fight that

followed Senator Quay telegraphed
Martin withdrawing all opposition to
the nomination of Penroso and ordering
hm nominated for mayor Fearing that
ho had made these telegrams too strong
prd that Martin might accept them In
gpJ faith Senator Quay sent a mes
senger Washington to Martin with
verbal orders to disregard all telegrams
and letters and to defeat Penrose at
any cost

All this time Senator Quay was deal
ing and trading with Penrose and seem
ingly every wer at his com
mand to further his interests On the
night of January 8 95 the leaders of
the ward combine met at Eleventh and
Chestnut streets In the of the
Union Republican Club and repudiat
ed Bo In the most brutal
fashion and indorsed Charles F War
wick for mayor This action was In
stantly followed by the dissolution of
the ward combine It was Charles F
Warwick who signed and delivered the
lease under the Unnited
provement Company now operates
gas

Tears in Durhams Eyes
were actual tears in the eyes

of Israel W Durham the next day
January 0 1S95 when he sat in Musical
Fund Hall and witnessed the betrayal
of Penrose in his own home
Eighth Every man in that convention I

was and at a word from Dur
ham riot would have ensued and pos
sibly been It is now an

secret There was serious
thought of kid David Martin be
fore he reached the convention hall and
holding him until after the ad
journment of the mayors convention
On iud fully uvothlrds
of all the supporters
of Penrose knew that they had been
betrayed They did not know however
that It was William J Latta who had
sharpened knife and Mathew Stan
Icy Quay who had burled It deep in his
back

Congressman Blngham nominated Pen
rose fcr mayor He might as we have
talked to toe sons and the storm tho
lightning and the gale as to that mob of

mayor
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lartin men arid Warwick was nomin
ted amid a salvo of inspired cheers
Ere the echo of the died away

organization was in the
rain of Israel W Durham
In another hall and convention held

hat same Judge Durham de
a renomination to the office of

and thereafter he was inter
sted In nothing but his personally

war on Martin

Pledges Support
In the light of subsequent events and

the future a bit It Is worth
to recall an of that con

entfon of Musical Fund hall The
ward had just voted aiid Durham

cnew that he had lost the fight
Sandy Crow the battling boy

Fifteenth ward pushed his way
the smokedarkened ball

over Durhams shoulder ha

Ill vote my delegation for Penrose
f you say so

Dont be an ass Warwick is from
our ward Vote your men for him

But I to serve stand
oy you to go down with you

You wont make a fool of yourself

You vote for Warwick
Fifteenth ward called the secretary

f the convention
There was a moment of silence

Fifteenth ward repeated
With hand on Durhams shoulder

the other high abov his head
row cried out The Fifteenth ward
Otes for Charles F Warwick

save the number of votes to be rs
The two men shook hands

Crow at Durhams Throat
Only nine years later Durham burned

he hot iron of ingratitude Into the very
of Alexander Crow jr and today

Irow Is at his throat calling for the
that Is his of right

The convention that nominated
Warwick had scarcely adjourned when
Durham Penrose Charles Seger and

dozen other factors in the embryo
organization met and framed up a
scheme with Thomas J Ryan who con
trolled the Democratic organization at
the time whereby the late Robert H
Pattison was to be nominated lot
mayor with the understanding that he
would appoint Sandy Crow to the of
fice of director of public safety Dur
ham Penrose and Crow planned to
bring about the defeat of Warwick at
the It was proposed that Crow

use the police firemen ta
drive Martin out politics
soon learned of this forced
Warwick to seek out Durham

fair treatment to all factions
An ironclad agreement was entered into
and the the election of
Pattison was called off

Soon after Warwick was elected
Samuel Peltz and C Wesley Thomas
had a battle royal over appointments
in the ward
like Crow was for Durham first last
and all the time and was one of the
now famous seven It was finally
agreed that both Peltz and Thomas
should be recognized and that they
should share the equally
The first appointment went to the
faction and a man openly hostile to
Durham was named days later
a vacancy occurred in the bureau or

and under the agreement the
appointment belonged to Thomas A

man was named and
Thomas called Warwick
to his complaint He recalled
the anteelection by War
wick and thus Warwicks
most famous utterance

Things are different now
This speech of four words by

Warwick was notice to Durham that he
had been betrayed again and he then
realized for the first time that he had to
fight Martin and beat him at the polls
or quit He decided to fight

The great battle or rather the per
canal of Quay against the State
machine followed and Quay won the
chairmanship of the Republican State
committee over B Frank Gilkeson This
contest served to bring out the fact that
David Martin as leader had managed
to eliminate all of the ward aa
controlling factors In what had come to
be known as The H g Combine and
served to mark the wen beginning nf
the oneman power that PhlladcU

until Mayor Weaver decided to hear
of the people
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